
Southern Sudan Mission

Dear friends and supporters of Southern Sudan Mission. Greetings in the name of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.

Pictured are Bryce and Meredith Caldwell. Bryce was on the second
annual Vacation Bible School Team in 2014. In 2015 he started as a
member, but when the coordinator, Joanie Roberts, got sick on the day
of departure, he became the leader of the team.  Bryce and five women
taught 200 hundred children that year. Upon returning to the states
Bryce and I had a long talk about the future of the mission, particularly
the Vacation Bible School. Bryce committed to become the permanent
director. That decision was great news to me because I knew of his
capabilities and his commitment was his bond. He has written most of
the lessons taught over the past five years, has overseen the crafts,

encouraged the workers, directed a session each year, etc.  March 9, 2019, Bryce married Meredith
Hyde and she joined the 2019 team which taught four thousand children.  Unfortunately, due to
uncertainly of COVID 19 and restrictions, most of the VBS Team opted out of teaching in 2021;
however, Bryce and Meredith have chosen to encourage and teach additional native women the
VBS lessons. Hopefully, the native teachers will teach 10,000 children in August and September.
Bryce and Meredith will depart from Houston Friday July 16 and return Sunday July 25th. Please
keep them in your prayers.

Most of you will remember David Thoatmer. He is one of the “lost boys of Sudan.” If you recall he
was refugeed to America and got his American Citizenship in 2011. I had the pleasure of meeting
him in Gambella, Ethiopia in 2012 as he was returning from a trip to South Sudan to search for his
parents. At our meeting David expressed his desire to help his people learn about Jesus. I told him
about the possibility of attending Sunset International Bible Institute in Lubbock and returning to
South Sudan to teach them. He asked if I would help him get admittance to Sunset? Consequently,
he graduated from Sunset in October 2015 and as desired he returned to Gambella and became a
member of the staff at the School of Biblical Studies.

Ethiopian visa regulations include a maximum stay of six months. Individuals exceeding six months
are severely punished including possible imprisonment. Officials monitor all guests closely,
particularly at the airport. David’s visa expiration date was June 23rd; therefore, we got a ticket for
his departure for the states June 20th. Somehow, the airlines got his departure date incorrect, and he
could not depart on the 20th. I tried for two days to get the problem solved and he finally got to
depart Ethiopia on June 23rd.  Additionally, his passport expires July 8th. Due to governmental
COVID changes his passport can only be renewed via postal services which will take four to ten
weeks. I had plans to go to Ethiopia with Bryce and Meredith but will be delayed until David gets
his visa and is able to go. Please keep David, his family and me in your prayers.



If you recall from a previous newsletter, the work at our new
compound at the orphanage was stopped because there was a
shortage of cement. “Good news,” a limited amount of cement has
arrived in Gambella. The mission was able to get thirty sacks as they
had been on a waiting list. While this is exceedingly short of our need
it was enough to pour the beams. Officials said more cement would be
available in the next few days.

As was discussed in a previous newsletter the officials and workers at
the orphanage (with 600 orphans) joining our new compound asked if
the mission was going to have a water-well. When we told them yes,
they asked if the mission would share the water with them. Again, the
answer was yes. They were exceedingly excited as their primary source
of water comes from the city (when available one or two days a week
or the river). Realizing the need to help the orphans and for water at
the compound, the mission will begin looking for a company to drill a water-well. While this
probably sounds trivial to many, it is not a simple task as there are limited opportunities to get a
drilling company to drill in the Gambella Region. We have two special requests in this regard; your
prayers and consideration of helping fund the expense of the well. The last water-well we had
drilled including the pump, elevated storage tank and other accessories was approximately
$18,000.00.

As you are aware the government has given the mission two large tracts
of land for agriculture. Approximately 10 acres of corn has been planted
on one of the tracts and we are trying to get the land ready for planting
on the other one.  Since we do not have a tractor, we have to get the land
tilled and planted when one is available. When the corn is harvested the
mission gives one third of the yield to the workers and sends the other
two thirds to the bush to feed the brethren. If you recall we had an
abundant crop last year, but the Nile overflowed exceedingly and

destroyed it. Please keep this effort in your prayers.

I am extremely grateful to everyone who supports the mission in prayer and/or financially.
Remember you are as important to the mission as we are. We cannot go without your financial
support.

If you would like to help support this great English-Speaking Evangelistic Mission, please make
your checks payable to Southern Sudan Mission or Third and Kilgore Church of Christ
ear-marked Southern Sudan Mission. Please mail the same to Tyrone Mynhier for posting. To
contribute through Pay Pal or Venmo please go to the website missioninsouthernsudan.com and
click on the same.

“Unto him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all generations for ever and
ever. Amen.”

Tyrone Mynhier, President, for the Board


